
Bigger Trucks don’t just break bridges, 

they bust budgets

heavy trucks literally make bridges bounce, buckling 
pavement and stressing steel.

Engineers agree that heavy trucks already cause enormous damage to 
bridges, causing massive vibrations that literally make bridges bounce. 
Allowing heavier trucks will accelerate this deterioration. Bridges are 
designed with a safety margin of error to ensure against bridge failure. 
But heavier trucks erode that margin of error and increase the risk of 
catastrophic failure. 

We can’t afford to spend another $53 billion to pay for 
damage to bridges caused by bigger trucks.

Spending money will not solve our bridge infrastructure problem 
because we are never going to be able to repair or replace all the 
bridges we need to, due to sheer lack of time and resources. USDOT 
estimates the existing bridge backlog to be $121 billion. To eliminate the 
backlog by 2028, we would need to spend over $20 billion per year on 
bridges. (US DOT Conditions and Performance Report, 2010)  

We would have to spend at least an additional $53 billion to rebuild 
bridges if we allowed truck sizes and weights to go even higher.  (US 
DOT Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight Study, 2000)

Instead of a $53 billion bridge bailout, why not preserve 
the bridges we already have?

Allowing heavier and longer trucks to operate would add new costs 
and increase the burden on taxpayers.  Increasing truck size and weight 
would require that many bridges in the state be replaced, strengthened 
or posted — all of which would impose additional costs and unfunded 
mandates on cash-strapped state governments and US taxpayers. 

ThE AlTERnATIvE? Keep the 80,000-pound weight limit and stop the 
spiraling cost of bridge repair BEFORE DAMAGE hAPPEnS.

Fast Facts: amerIca’s brIdges are 
crumblIng. and bIgger trucks 
WIll make It Worse.

•  More than half of the bridges on the 
national highway System are at least 40 
years old. (US DOT 2011 national Bridge 
Inventory)

•  1 of every 4 bridges in the nation is 
structurally deficient or functionally 
obsolete (US DOT 2012 national Bridge 
Inventory)

•  Forty years ago, when more than half of 
our bridges were built, there were about 
990,000 combination trucks on the 
road. Today, there are over 2.5 million 
combination trucks on the road. (FhWA)

•  Until the mid-1970’s, the legal limit on 
trucks was 73,280 pounds. Today it is 
80,000 pounds.  The proposals before 
Congress and in many states are to 
increase truck weights to 97,000 pounds 
and higher. 


