
Bigger trucks =   

NEARLY 8 MILLION MORE TRUCKS

Bigger trucks have never resulted in fewer trucks.  
Why would they now?

Companies pushing for bigger trucks say that they would need fewer 
trucks to haul their goods so there would be fewer trucks on our roads. 
Unfortunately, they’re wrong. Never has an increase in truck size or 
weight slowed the growth in the number of trucks on the road or the 
miles those trucks drive. 

As John Adams said, “facts are stubborn things.”

•  The number of trucks registered in the U.S. and the mileage traveled 
by trucks has continued to steadily increase since Congress last 
increased the federal weight limit in 1982. Then, as now, those pushing 
for bigger trucks said it would result in fewer trucks on the road, but 
the increase did not even slow the growth in truck traffic. (Highway 
Statistics, FHWA)

•  Truck trailer lengths increased from 40 feet to 53 feet between 1980 
and 1995. During this same period of time, rail merchandise traffic 
declined 29% while truck vehicle miles traveled grew by 56% (33% 
faster than GDP).

Stubborn Fact: Bigger trucks simply divert rail traffic 
onto highways.

According to a recent study, increasing truck weights to 97,000 pounds 
would divert enough freight from rail to highways to fill 11.1 million  
more trucks. 

DO THE MATH: BIGGER TRUCKS = 
NEARLY 8 MILLION MORE TRUCKS

To understand how truck weight increases 
and rail diversion result in more trucks on 
the road, consider the scenario examined 
by a 2010 study by Dr. Carl Martland, 
which concluded that an increase in legal 
truck weights to 97,000 pounds could 
reduce overall rail traffic by 19%, but that’s 
not the whole story: 

•  It would take 14.3 million trucks to  
carry the freight analyzed in the 
Martland study.

•  Allowing these trucks to increase their 
legal weight from 80,000 pounds to 
97,000 pounds would theoretically allow 
for this freight to ship in 3.4 million  
fewer trucks.  

•  However, Martland found that diversion 
of freight from rail back onto highways 
would add an additional 11.1 million 
trucks of freight to highways.

•  Therefore, increasing truck weights 
would result in a net increase of nearly 
8 million more trucks on our roads and 
bridges, a 56% increase.


