
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lobbyists in Washington are urging Congress to allow truck weight increases 
over the current 80,000-pound limit, including 91,000-pound and 97,000-
pound trucks. This would endanger motorists, wreck our nation’s 
infrastructure, and increase costs to motorists and taxpayers. 
 
Bigger Trucks Endanger Motorists 

Allowing these proposed heavier trucks will create further wear and tear on 
truck safety equipment, especially brake systems, which is associated with 
higher crash rates. In fact, a June 2015 USDOT report found that heavier trucks 
have dramatically higher crash rates: 

• 99-percent higher crash rates in Idaho (97,000 pounds) 
• 400-percent higher crash rates in Michigan (97,000 pounds) 
• 47-percent higher crash rates in Washington state (91,000 pounds) 

This extra weight will also lead to more truck rollovers, make trucks harder to 
steer and add further congestion woes because of slower speeds. Whether 
motorists are on rural or urban roads, driving next to heavier trucks will be 
more dangerous. 
 
Bigger Trucks: Wrong for Infrastructure 

Heavier trucks will cost taxpayers billions in repairing or replacing bridges. 
USDOT’s June report found that 91,000-pound trucks would cost $1.1 billion in 
additional bridge costs, and 97,000-pound trucks would cost $2.2 billion in 
additional bridge costs. Our bridges are already in dire condition—it makes no 
sense to compound the problem with heavier trucks. 

Adding insult to injury, 80,000-pound trucks on the road today only cover 
about 80 percent of their damage, and heavier trucks would pay even less. 
While proponents of heavier trucks will see higher profits, motorists and 
taxpayers will end up paying the bill. 

JUST THE FACTS: 

• There were 134,379 large-truck crashes 
and 3,964 fatalities nationwide in 2013. 
(FMCSA) 
 

• USDOT concluded in June that no 
changes in truck size and weight limits 
should be considered by Congress. 
(MAP-21 Comprehensive Truck Size and 
Weight Limits Study Technical Reports) 
 

• USDOT also found in June that trucks 
weighing over 80,000 pounds had an 
18-percent higher brake violation rate 
compared to those at or below 80,000 
pounds. (MAP-21 Comprehensive Truck 
Size and Weight Limits Study Technical 
Reports) 
 

• The most recent federal highway cost 
allocation study showed that the federal 
government already subsidizes heavy-
truck operations nearly $2 billion every 
year. (FHWA) 

 


